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{Abstract)

Public Law Issues on the Four Major Rivers Restoration Project and the River Act
Kim, Sung Bae

Korean government hopes the Four Rivers Project will increase the supply of fresh
water, improve water quality and prevent flooding - in anticipation of uncertainties
brought on by climate change.

The project, it says, will be a model for sustainable, green growth as
revolutionizing the country’s environmental industry. The project is also set to boost
the nation’s ailing construction industry and create thousands of jobs in rural areas.
However, there are huge debates on Four Major Rivers Restoration Project.

Environmental groups worry the construction of dams along the major rivers
would decrease water flows and damage river quality through silting. Some says that
it is a pure construction project that would not only block natural waterways with
weirs and destroy river ecosystems through dredging, but also presents the danger of
polluting drinking water.

Finally a citizen coalition filed law suit and they argue that it is in fact in
violation of the National Finance Law, Rivers and Creeks Law, Environmental Impact
Evaluation Law and Cultural Properties Protection Law. This article focused on only

public law issues related with Rivers act.

Key Word : 4 rivers project, river act, compensation, river development,

administrative plan.
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